
Naval Air Station Fal-
lon is our reunion 
tour destination on 
Thursday, Oct. 4, 
2018. This is the Na-
vy’s premier air-to-
air and air-to-ground 
train-
ing 
facili-
ty. 
Lo-
cated 
about 
70 
miles 
east 
of Re-
no, we’ll travel by 
private coach to tour 
the tower, airpark, 

Greetings shipmates, 

On February 12-13, 
2018, I flew to San 
Diego and met with 
President Oscar 
Granger, USS Mid-
way Veterans Assoc., 
and Robert Siefker, 
president of USS FRD 
Veterans Assoc. to 
discuss a joint reun-
ion for 2019 aboard 
the USS Midway. Al-
so attending were 
other members of 
the USS Midway and 

Mil Phillip of the USS 
Coral Sea.  

Everyone agreed that 
a joint reunion is a 
great idea. The main 
problem being, when 
to have it? As you 
know, our reunion is 
set each year for Oc-
tober, but Midway 
and FDR can sched-
ule their reunion at 
any date. After much 
discussion, we came 
up with the date of 
May 7-11, 2019. For 
you history buffs, 
that is when the Bat-
tle of Coral Sea took 

place; May 1942 with 
the battle of Midway 
during June 1942.   

We met with staff of 
the USS Midway and 
the date of May 7-
11, 2019 would fit 
nicely into their 
schedule. So we took 
those dates and 
matched up hotels in 
the area to give us 
the best rates. We 
have two hotels in 
the running, asking 
them to give us their 
best rates in an ef-
fort to make our joint 

(Continued on page 6) 

President’s Corner 

bombing range and 
electronic warfare 
area. Lunch will be 

at the Officer’s Club, 
which is included in 
the tour cost. 
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Welcome Aboard! 

 

 

 

Dean C. Gates 
AN, V-4 Div. 

1960—62 
 

Scott A. Hardow 
MM3, A Div. 
1976—80 

 
Johnnie D.  
Johnson 

AG3, OA Div. 
1972—75 

 
James S. Keller 

ETN3, OE Div. 
1967—69 
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Great Tours Await at the Reno Annual Reunion. 
The next day, Oct. 5, 
you’ll enjoy a guided 
‘Wild West’ tour of 

Virginia 
City, in-
cluding a 
train trip 
on the his-
toric V & T 
Railroad. 
You’ll 
“steam” 
back in 

time to explore Gold 
Hill, stroll down old-
west wooden sid-
walks, and visit the 
Bucket of Blood Sa-
loon. Those less ad-

(Continued on page 3) 



P a g e  2  

TAPS 
 
 

Leo D. Cali 
SN, 1st Div. 
1947—52 

 
William L. 

Craig 
IC3, E Div. 
1949—53 

 
Homer “Skip” 

Evans 
MM3, A Div. 
1960—61 

 
Ralph N. 
Stewart 

IM3, ATC Div. 
1978—79 

 
Leonard G. 

Weber 
AB2, V-3G Div. 
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NAS Fallon Tour Sign-up. 

Our Naval Air Station Fallon tour is set for Thursday, Oct. 4, 2018. For this 
tour we are required to provide your CORRECT given and last name, PLUS 
your date of birth. There are no exceptions, EVEN if you have a current DOD 
ID. This information needs to be submitted to NAS Fallon two weeks prior to 
the tour. You will also need to present a current ID to enter the base. 
The Navy has limited us to one bus (55 persons), so the first 55 who sign up 
will be able to take the tour. We are attempting to get approval for a second 
bus, so there will be a standby list. If you have a DOD ID you do have ac-
cess to the base, but not the tour. Bus departs at 0900, returns at 1600. 
 

Given Name ___________________ Last Name _______________________ 
Date of Birth _____/_____/_____ 
 

Given Name ___________________ Last Name _______________________ 
Date of Birth _____/_____/_____ 
 

Given Name ___________________ Last Name _______________________  
Date of Birth _____/_____/_____ 
 

Cost is $69.00 per person:  (_____) X $69.00  =  $____________   

(includes lunch at the “O” Club) 

Credit Card Payment-Registration, call Patty’s Tours at  

(775) 453-1794 

For Check Payment-Registration mail to  

Patty’s Tours 
PO Box 60343 

Reno, NV 89506 

Virginia City Tour Sign-up. 
 

On Friday, Oct. 5, 2018, get ready to saddle up for our Virginia City Best of 
the West Tour. This tour includes a train excursion to Gold Hill with a stop at 
Carson City. Bus departs hotel at 1000 and returns at 1600. 
 

Given Name ___________________ Last Name _______________________  
 

Given Name ___________________ Last Name _______________________  

 

Given Name ___________________ Last Name _______________________   
 

Cost is $69.00 per person:  (_____) X $69.00  =  $___________   

(on your own for lunch) 

Credit Card Payment-Registration, call Patty’s Tours at  

(775) 453-1794 

For Check Payment-Registration mail to  

Patty’s Tours 
PO Box 60343 

Reno, NV 89506 
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Welcome Aboard 
 
 

 

 

 
William C.  

Kirby 
AO2, GM Div. 

1966—68 
 

Thomas W. 
Smith 

MM1, M Div. 
1962—65 

 
Charles F. 
Stockfish 

AO2, GM Div. 
1966—69 

 
 
 
 
 

 

venturous are invited to do a little 
shopping 
or try 
their luck 
on a 
gaming 
table or 
two. 
Lunch 
will be on 
your own 
before 
departing for a tour of the state 
capitol, Carson City. A guided driv-

(Continued from page 1) 

Reno Tours…. 
ing tour will include historic man-
sions. 

Each tour is priced at $69 per per-
son. 
Sign up 
forms 
are 
shown 
at left. 
Please 
note the 
instruc-
tions for 
each 
tour and 

make your payments to Patty’s 
Tours, as directed on each form. 

Dear Shipmates, 

I certainly pray that 
Spring is coming soon 
where you are! Seems 
the older I get the less 
I can tolerate the cold 
and snow . . . and liv-
ing in Suffolk, Virginia, 
our winters are not all 
that severe. 

Winter always reminds 
me of our young sail-
ors and Marines who 
cannot always avoid 
the harsh weather. As 
we all know, things on 
a ship never stop and 
there are watches and 

other duties that must 
be done around the 
clock no matter the 
inconvenience. Let's all 
keep these dedicated 
servants in our pray-
ers. 

But looking forward, 
Spring brings us the 
renewal and new 
growth that makes it 
all worth the wait. (Of 
course, that also 
means we will have to 
fire up our lawnmower 
soon!) Our important 
religious festivals also 
come along at this 
time of the year. I 
pray you will be very 
blessed! 

Thanks to each of you 
for your service to our 
country. And, I know 
that you will pass that 
thanks along to those 
who are now serving. 
We are proud of the 
new generations who 
wear the uniforms of 
the finest military ser-
vices in the world. 

Many blessings to you 
and yours, 

Michael 
Michael D. Halley 
Association Chaplain 
USS Coral Sea (CV-43) 
1986-1989 

Chaplain’s Corner 

Confirm Your CVA-43 Association Annual  
Reunion Hotel Reservation Today! 

We’ll be home porting at Circus Circus in Reno, Nev. 
The reservation number is (800) 648-5010 

Use group code ICUCS18 to confirm your reservation rates. 
Rates for a king single (including taxes) are: 

$59.75 for Sunday-Thursday 
$105.15 for Friday 

$122.18 for Saturday 
(For double queen rooms, add $5 Sun.-Thurs., $10 for Fri. & Sat.,  

per night, plus tax) 
These rates ensure that you’ll experience one of the most affordable annual 

reunions we’ve enjoyed in years! Also, there is complementary airport  
shuttle, auto & RV parking (room required), free Wi-Fi, in-room coffee, fitness 

center and resort passport coupon booklet! 
Please call to make your hotel reservation now, and then fill out and mail the 
reunion reservation form, found on page six of this issue of the Sea Breeze! 



Please refer to Treas-
urer Clarence Nean-
der’s article in this is-
sue regarding delin-
quent membership 
dues. Please help the 
Association and pay 
your dues if past due. 
The Board of Directors 
agreed to remove 
members whose dues 
remain delinquent as 
of 12/31/2018. How-
ever, the Board wants 
to be considerate of 
those shipmates who 
has been members for 
a long time but may be 
experiencing financial 
difficulties. The Associ-
ation wants to keep all 

P a g e  4  T h e  C o r a l  S e a  B r e e z e  

 

 

Salty Humor 
 

 

Law of  
Physical  

Surfaces:  
The chances 
of an open-
faced jelly 
sandwich 

landing face 
down on a 
floor are in 

direct corre-
lation to the 
newness and 
cost of the 

carpet or rug. 
 
 
 

Your Association’s Midwest Spring 
Fling is set for April 26—29, 2018 at 
the Holiday Inn-Dayton Fairborn, 
2800 Presidential Dr., Fairborn, Ohio 
45324. Take I-675 to N. Fairfield Rd., 
exit 17.  

Call 1-937-426-7800 for reserva-
tions. Mention USS Coral Sea Associ-
ation when making your reservations 
to ensure the discounted rate.  

 

Greetings Shipmates, 

Here’s hoping that all 
of you are doing well 
and surviving this win-
ter. It’s been much 
colder here than I like. 
Therefore, I’m looking 
forward to the 2018 
Spring Fling in Dayton, 
Ohio. Please check out 
the registration infor-
mation in this issue for 
details. A good time 
will be had by all. 
Please contact me if 
you need further infor-
mation. 

 

Secretary’s Corner current members and 
grow its membership. I 
will be contacting de-
linquent members per-
sonally to make sure 
that your contact infor-
mation is accurate. Al-
so, if any of you know 
of a shipmate who is 
now deceased, please 
notify me. When sub-
mitting your dues pay-
ments, please make 
sure that you also 
send any changes in 
your contact infor-
mation so that I can 
update. 

As always, I look for-

(Continued on page 12) 

Room rate: $109.00 per night single 
or double, plus tax (currently 
12.75%) includes breakfast. 

Registration price: $45.00 per per-
son, includes hospitality room and 
buffet dinner.  

Dinner Saturday night will be at the 
Holiday Inn. (See buffet menu be-
low.) Please make your reservations 
by March 30, 2018. 

U.S.S. Coral Sea CVA-43 Assoc. Midwest Spring Fling. 

Name ___________________________Guest _______________________ 

Address _____________________________________________________ 

City _____________________________State _______ Zip ____________ 

Phone (          )______ - ____________  

email:________________________________________________ 

$45.00/person x (____)  Total Enclosed: $__________     

Buffet includes: Roast top sirloin, BBQ chicken breast, Cheesy au gratin   
potatoes, Garden salad, Mixed vegetables and Apple pie. 

 
Make checks payable to 

USS Coral Sea CVA-43 Assoc., mention Spring Fling-2018. 
Mail check & reservation form to:  

John Ranson 
                                              52 Woodland Pl. 
                                              Ft. Thomas, Ky. 41075-1605   
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‘Salty’ Humor 
 

 

Salty Humor 
 

Law of  
Mechanical 

Repair:  
After your 
hands be-

come coated 
with grease, 

your nose will 
begin to itch 

and you’ll 
have to pee. 

 
 

Ed. Note—I can vouch 
for the “little known” 
aspect of this story. 
This was my second 
and final West Pac 
aboard Coral Sea, and 
I knew nothing about 
this event until these 
news clippings arrived! 

Drawing highlights 
from the Australi-
an AP articles 
(right and below), 
Trevor Bennett, 
18 at the time, 
was reported to 
have boarded 
Coral Sea in 
Perth, Australia as 
CVA-43 prepared 
for her return to 
Alameda, Calif. 
after a long West 
Pac deployment.  

According to Ben-
nett, “It was a re-
al cool trip buddy. 

I really had a good time.” After 
making friends with some 
“American sailors,” he said he 
boarded the carrier in a Navy uni-
form and stayed out of sight for the 
month-long transit back to the US. 

Upon arrival, Bennett explained how 
he waited for wives, friends and girl 
friends to come aboard, then 
walked off in civvies without raising 
any eyebrows. 

He spent the next five months tour-
ing California without a passport or 
visa, finally running out of money. 
His lack of funds led to his decision 
to give himself up to police two 
days before Christmas 1975. 

While in prison, a naval intelligence 
officer visited to take his statement. 

His return trip to Australia was 
again courtesy of the US Govern-
ment—this time as a State Dept. 
deportee—traveling on a Pan Am 
jumbo jet and enjoying first-class 
accommodations most of the way! 

The Little-Known Tale of the Aussie Stowaway. 
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Salty Humor 
 

Law of the 
Result: 

When you try 
to prove to 

someone that 
a machine 

won’t work, it 
will. reunion as affordable 

as possible. We have 
rates in the range of 
$110.00 to $135.00 
per night at this point. 
We also are asking for 
free parking and free 
breakfast.  

This reunion is going 
to be called "The Three 
Sisters Reunion". 
There is much excite-
ment among all at-
tending. They think, as 
do Mil and I, that this 
could be a memorable 
event and never to be 
duplicate again. The 
very first Midway class 
carriers’ reunion! 

Schedule of events will 
go something like this: 

(Continued from page 1) 

President’s Corner... 
May 7, Registration 

May 8, Free time 

May 9, Meet and greet 
aboard the USS Mid-
way (free boarding 
pass) 

May 10, Dinner on 
flight deck, USS Mid-
way  

May 11, Reunion con-
cludes 

This is our current 
“working” schedule 
may be modified as 
the planning contin-
ues. 

I would like a reply 
from all members who 
would attend a joint 
reunion. A reply from 
ALL members by May 
1, 2018 would give me 
an idea how many 
people would likely at-

tend. Call me at 903-
288-4455 or e-mail at 
nijarm2@yahoo.com. I 
have told the commit-
tee we would have 
about 35 to 40 mem-
bers participating, but 
did not know for sure. 

I really want this to 
happen. With all three 
ships, we could have 
almost 450 members 
attending. I would re-
ally like to see the Cor-
al Sea Association well 
represented! 

Thanks shipmates and 
on to Reno.    

Wayne 
Wayne Addkison 
President 
USS Coral Sea Assoc. 

2018 Annul Reunion Reservation Form 

Name _______________________ Guest ________________ 

Address ___________________________________________ 

City _____________________State ________ Zip _________ 

Ph. (       ) ____ - ______ Email ________________________ 
For name-badge printing, please complete the following: 

Name __________________________ Rate-Rating/Rank __________ 

Division ________ Aboard CVA-43 (month/year) _______ to _________ 

• Registration (includes hospitality room, name badge & pin) 

 Attending (______) x $10 per person.        $ __________ 

• Banquet Meal (each option $45 per person, select quantity below) 

      1. Chicken Wellington, boneless breast of chicken filled with mushroom       
 duxelle, wrapped in puff pastry; ( ____ meals)       $___________ 

      2. Salmon Filet, broiled lemon & herb rubbed salmon with cioppino    
 sauce and rosemary olive tapenade; ( ____ meals)    $ __________  

      3.  Double Cut Pork Chop, cut brined chop seared and finished with gin-
 ger peach glaze & pistachio gremolata; ( ___ meals)  $ __________ 

       TOTAL:     $_________ 

Please complete this form along with payment to USS Coral Sea Assoc. and mail to: 

John Ranson 
52 Woodland Pl. 

Ft. Thomas, KY 41075-1605  

mailto:nijarm2@yahoo.com
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Salty Humor  
 

Law of Locker 
Location: 

If there are 
only two  

people in a 
locker room, 
they will have 

adjacent  
lockers. 

 

additional money when 
you return your stubs. 
I will fill out as many 
as you request and 
add them to the draw-
ing. If you have ad-
dress labels, please 
include the appropriate 
number for your extra 
tickets, it saves me 
from getting writer’s 
cramp.  

One other item of busi-
ness: According to as-
sociation records, 
there are about 35% 
of the members on the 
roster who are past 
due on their annual 
dues. Please check the 
address label on your 
newsletter. If the 
membership expiration 
date is in red, you are 
in arears. We are not 
looking to collect past 
year dues, but if you 
do not renew your 
membership by 31 
Dec. 2018 you will be 

Greetings one and all! 

Another Christmas 
seasons has come and 
gone, and the New 
Year has dawned, 
bringing with it the op-
timism of Spring.  

I can report that the 
Association is financial-
ly sound, and all the 
required tax filings 
have been done. 

You have found en-
closed in the Breeze 
three books of tickets 
for the raffle to be held 
on 6 Oct. 2018 at the 
Annual Reunion in Re-
no, NV. This is an im-
portant fund raiser for 
our Association. I 
would encourage all 
who can, to purchase 
all or part of the tick-
ets provided. If you 
would like more tick-
ets, just include the 

Treasurer’s Corner dropped from the ros-
ter and will not receive 
future newsletters.  

Having said that, we’re 
human and mistakes 
can be made. If your 
due date is incorrect, 
please contact Sec. 
John Ranson for cor-
rection. Members of 
the board will attempt 
to contact those who 
do not renew before 
they are dropped from 
the roster. 

Hoping you and your 
loved ones are well. 
See you at the Mid-
west Spring Fling April 
27-30, 2018 in Day-
ton, Ohio, or at the 
2018 Annual Reunion 
Oct. 4 - 7, 2018 in Re-
no, NV. 

Clarence    

Clarence Neander 
Association Treasurer 

The CVA-43 Sea 
Cadets division 
has moved to a 
new location at 
the airport; a 
much nicer build-
ing. The airport 
owner, Bob Cable, 
is looking at giv-
ing the unit a per-
manent meeting 
building. 

We now have two 
first-year mid-
shipmen and a 
third-year mid-
shipman at the 
Naval Academy. I 
think that is a rec-
ord for any US-
NSCC Unit. 

The unit is 
getting 
ready for 
the Flagship 
Competi-
tion. This is 
a yearly 
military 
competition 
between all 
units in the 
region. It 
includes 
close-order 
drill, knot 
tying, fire-
fighting, line toss, etc. This 
happens in April and is held at 
Camp Pendleton MCB. 

The unit will be staying on the 

(Continued on page 12) 

USS Cora Sea (CVA-43) Sea Cadets Update. 

Third-year Midshipman Sophia 
Luevano shown with Chief Rich-
ard Satchell (Ret.), Sea Cadets 
Assoc. Liaison Chief. 

Nathon Coles, first-year 
Naval Academy Plebe, and 
another Coral Sea Cadets 
success story. 
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The Koh Tang Mayaguez Veterans 
Organization 
(KTMV) will hold a 
reunion in Fort 
Walton Beach, Fla.,  
May 13-17, 2018. 
Forty-three years 
ago (on May 12, 
1975) the cargo 
ship S.S. Mayaguez 
was seized by the 
Khmer Rouge off 
the coast of Cam-
bodia. The Coral 
Sea was called into 
action to help re-
cover the Ma-
yaguez and her 
crew. Forty-one 
brothers gave the 
ultimate sacrifice in this action, the 
last 41 names on “The Wall”. The 
Coral Sea played a major role in the 
recovery of the Mayaguez and the 

Membership in the USS CORAL SEA CVA-43 ASSOCIATON is open to all Navy, Marine Corp and Air Force 

personnel who served aboard the ship (CV/CVB/CVA-43) for a period of at least 90 days. Also, any person 

who was assigned to the original commissioning crew (plank owner), even if they spent fewer than 90 days 

aboard, shall be eligible for membership. DUES: Association membership is $20 per year. Dues for member-

ship are not limited to one year when submitted for renewal or first-time application. Any amount submitted 

over the annual dues will be automatically earmarked for the Association’s Scholarship Fund program. 

New Member:   [   ]  I apply for membership for  ________ year(s).  Enclosed is a check/money order $___________________ 

        Renewal:   [   ]  Renew my membership for ________ year(s).  Enclosed is a check/money order $___________________ 

 

Name ___________________________________________________________  Birth Date _______________________ 
  (Please PRINT First name, middle initial, last name)          (mo/day/year) 
Address _____________________________________________CITY________________________STATE ________ 

 

ZIP+4___________________PHONE: (            )                           Email _____________________________________ 

 

Spouse’s Name __________________________ Birthday __________________ Anniversary ______________________ 

 

ON BOARD SHIP AS CREW MEMBER: 

From______________ to _____________  Division __________________Rank/Rate On Board_____________________ 

          (Month/Year)             (Month/Year)                     (Lt/RD/FN/SN/Sgt) 

Military Retirement:    No [   ]   Yes [   ]                Retired as:_____________  USN    [   ]    USMC [   ]    USCG [   ] 

                                        (Rank/Rate)       USNR  [   ]    Air Force  [   ]    Army [   ]              

I do [  ] do not [  ] want my complete mailing address printed on the published roster. 

I do [  ] do not [  ] want an Association bumper sticker. 

USS Coral Sea Association Membership Application/Renewal Form 

Please make check payable to: USS CORAL SEA CVA-43 ASSOC.           Office Use Only 

Mail application to:                Received: ________________ 

 John Ranson, Secretary, USS CORAL SEA CVA-43 ASSOC.                  Check:    ________________ 

 52 Woodland Pl.                            Amount:  ________________ 

 Ft. Thomas, KY 41075-1605 Email: jrsr3843@fuse.net                      Expires:   ________________ 

Salty Humor 
Law of  

Random 
Numbers:  

If you dial a 
wrong  

number, you 
never get a 
busy signal 

and someone 
always  

answers. 

evacuation of the marines from Koh 
Tang Island. I am a member and 

Vice President of 
the KTMV organiza-
tion and invite my 
shipmates who 
served with me on 
the Coral Sea to 
join our brother 
marines, airmen, 
and sailors at the 
reunion to remem-
ber our fallen 
brothers. For more 
information on the 
reunion, visit the 
web site:  
www.kohtang.com, 
or contact me at 
john-

steiert@missouristate.edu  

—Submitted by 

John Steiert, AQ2 

IM3 Division 74-76 

Mayaguez Rescue Reunion, May 13-17 

http://www.kohtang.com
mailto:johnsteiert@missouristate.edu
mailto:johnsteiert@missouristate.edu
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By-Laws Committee 
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The Sea Breeze—Official Coral Sea Newsletter 

Publisher:  Wayne Addkison     

Copy Edit/Layout: Ed Williams, ed.williams@ibpromos.com 

        

Read this issue in color on the Coral Sea website: www.usscoralsea.org 

Webmaster: Bob Dorais, cv43@usscoralsea.net 

 

NOTE:  Please send all mailing address changes to John Ranson  

at the address shown top right. 
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USS Coral Sea (CVA-43) Association. 

Copy 
Submission 
Deadline: 

Material for the 
June issue of 
The Coral Sea 

Breeze  
is due in to the 

publisher or 
copy editor by  
May 7, 2018. 



USS Coral  Sea CVA -43 Associat ion  

Wayne Addkison, Publisher 
12856 FM 1391 
Kemp, TX 75143 

Email: nijarm2@yahoo.com 

Please Note: Send Address 

Corrections to Association Sec. 

John Ranson 

T h e  A g e l e s s  W a r r i o r  

Enjoy Your Association Online at 
www.usscoralsea.org and see 
this issue of the Sea Breeze in 

full color! 

ward to hearing from you all. 

On a more pleasant note, I 
recently talked to shipmate 
Richard Satchell and learned 
that his health has significant-
ly improved. Shipmate Rich-
ard works with the Sea Cadet 
Division and is a real asset to 
the Association. Shipmate 
Mike “Oscar” Pfeffer is recov-
ering from surgery and is also 
doing well. Mend up fast ship-
mates! 
 
Fair winds & following seas! 

Godspeed! 

John 
John H. Ranson 

CVA-43  
Association Secretary 

(Continued from page 4) 
Secretary’s Corner... ATTENTION 

SHIPMATES 
 

Please note your  
expiration date on 
the mailing label of 

this issue of the 
‘Sea Breeze.’  

If your dues are 
now expired, you 
will be removed 

from the  
Association roster 
on 12/31/2018. 
Please contact  

Association  
Secretary John 

Ranson for further 
details. 

Liberty Ship SS Lane Victory 
over the Memorial Day week-
end for seamanship training. 
This is an event designed for 
hands-on shipboard training 
and it is a favorite among the 
Cadets. There may be a tour 
of the Battleship Iowa, also. 

The Association’s donation to 
the unit is being used wisely. 
They have purchased two new 
computers, service flags (all 
branches) poles and harness-
es, a new storage locker for 
gear and canteens for the Ca-
dets. Also, some of this mon-
ey is used to help cadets who 
are in need to help pay for 
uniforms, etc. 

—Submitted by 
Richard Satchell 
Assoc. Liaison Chief, USNSCC 
Coral Sea Div.  
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